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Abstract

In this paper I empirically show that the import of brides from less developed coun-

tries is the response of men to a marriage squeeze brought by female internal migration.

In the setting of South Korea I investigate how female internal migration affects the

marriage market through the demand for foreign brides, which is reinforced by men’s

conservatism on gender norms. I show a way in which men cope with the scarcity

of women at marriage age, by importing brides from less developed countries, hence

increasing international migration. To obtain causal identification, I use a two-way

fixed effect model and an enclave instrument based on past internal migration. I ex-

ploit the geographic variation in family conservatism of Korean males in the empirical

analysis and I find that the effect of female out-migration on the demand for foreign

brides concentrates in areas with higher presence of men who share conservative values

concerning gender roles within the family and the society. Finally, I investigate the

implications for fertility rates and I find that the negative effect of female out-migration

on fertility is partially offset by the increase in the number of international marriages.

Keywords: Migration, International Marriages, Fertility, Gender.

JEL Codes: J12, J13, R23.

∗gbriselli@escp.eu. I am especially grateful to Ainoa Aparicio Fenoll and Juan S. Morales. I am thankful
to Libertad Gonzalez, Alexia Delfino, Elena Esposito, Tommaso Frattini, Sonia Bhalotra, Alberto Bisin,
Daniela Del Boca, Christopher Flynn, Wookun Kim, Wanda Mimra, Albrecht Glitz, Brett A. McCully,
Giovanni Peri, Giacomo Ponzetto and Hillel Rapoport for comments and suggestions, as well as to all
the conference and seminar participants at Collegio Carlo Alberto, University of Turin, UPF, PSE, Wilfrid
Laurier University, ESCP, 6th Meeting of the Society of Economics of the Household, 35th Annual Conference
of the European Society for Population Economics, European Association of Young Economist 2023, 2nd
International Workshop on Migration and Family Economics. All errors are my own.

1


